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tiallj Christian idea and opposed to that of justice. Observe
how mercy predominates now. Sentiment is everything, justice
is nothing. People are now not even indignant against murder-
ers, and the people who set fire to Paris are less punished than
the calumniator of M. Favre.

In order for France to rise again, she must pass from inspira-
tion to science, she must abandon all metaphysics, she must
enter into criticism, that is to say into the examination of                      ,

things.

I am persuaded that we shall seem extremely imbecile to
posterity. The words republic and monarchy will make them
laugh, as we on our part, laughed, at realism and nominalism.                      |

For I defy anyone to show me an essential difference between                     ^

those two terms. A modern republic and a constitutional
monarchy are identical. Never mind! They are squabbling                     'i

about that, they are shouting, they are fighting!                                              ]

As for the good people, "free and compulsory" education will                     j

do it.    When every one is able to read le Petit Journal and le

,}

Figaro, they won't read anything else, because the bourgeois                     ]

and the rich man read only these.    The press is a school of                     ]

demoralization, because it dispenses with thinking.    Say that,                     j'

you will be brave, and if you prevail, you will have rendered a                     |;

fine service.                                                                                                              \\

The first remedy will be to finish up with universal suffrage,                    ?!

I1
the shame of the human mind.   As it is constituted, one single                     ij

element prevails to the detriment of all the others: numbers                     lj

dominate over mind, education, race and even money, which is                     ^

worth more than numbers.                                                                                      !

But society (which always needs a good God, a Saviour), isn't                    jj'|,:

it perhaps capable of taking care of itself?   The conservative                    lj

party has not even the instinct of the brute (for the brute at                    jj

least knows how to fight for its lair and its living).    It will be                    jjifj.

divided by the Internationals, the Jesuits of the future.    But                     j
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